///;X\\\ ||||<<<< RE/MAXPERFORMANCE

www.andykloppenborg.com
ANDYKLOPPENBORG —

REALTOR®

8 Common Mistakes to Avoid
When Buying a Home

Buying a home is a significant milestone, filled with excitement and anticipation. However,
the process can also be fraught with potential pitfalls that could turn your dream into a
nightmare. To help you navigate this journey smoothly, here are some common mistakes to
avoid when buying a home:

1. Searching for Houses Without Getting Pre-Approved by a Lender One of the first steps in the home-buying
process should be getting pre-approved by a lender. Pre-approval is different from pre-qualification; it means you
are essentially a cash buyer, which can make negotiations with sellers much easier. Without pre-approval, you
might waste time looking at homes outside your budget.

2. Allowing “First Impressions” to Overly Influence Your Decision First impressions can be deceiving. A home
might look perfect at first glance, but it's essential to look beyond the surface. Don't let the current owners’ décor
or a fresh coat of paint sway your judgment. Focus on the home’s structure and whether it meets your needs.

3. Failing to Have the Home Inspected Before You Buy A home inspection is crucial. It can reveal underlying
issues that might not be visible during a casual walkthrough. A competent home inspection can save you from
costly repairs down the line and provide peace of mind that you’re making a sound investment.

4. Not Knowing and Understanding Your Rights and Obligations in the Offer to Purchase The Offer to Purchase
is a legally binding document. Make sure you understand every clause and your obligations. Misunderstandings
can lead to friction, increased costs, or even a void contract. Consult your REALTOR® and lawyer to ensure you're
fully informed.

5. Making an Offer Based on the Asking Price, Not the Market Value The asking price is not always reflective of
the home’s market value. Request a Comparative Market Analysis from your REALTOR® to understand the true
value of the home. This analysis will help you make a fair offer and avoid overpaying.

6. Failing to Familiarize Yourself with the Neighbourhood The neighbourhood is just as important as the home
itself. Check out the amenities, schools, parks, and grocery stores in the area. Consider your commute to work
and any future infrastructure projects. A great home in a less-than-ideal neighbourhood can affect your overall
satisfaction.

7. Not Looking for Home Insurance Until You Are About to Move Don't wait until the last minute to shop for
home insurance. Give yourself enough time to compare policies and find the best deal. Rushing this process can
result in inadequate coverage or higher premiums.

8. Not Recognizing Different Styles and Strategies of Negotiation Negotiation is an art. Offering too low can
make the seller inflexible. Rely on the expertise of an experienced REALTOR® who understands effective
negotiation strategies. Their knowledge can help you secure a fair price without alienating the seller.

By avoiding these common mistakes, you can make the home-buying process smoother and more enjoyable.

Remember, preparation and informed decision-making are key to finding the perfect home for you and your
family. Happy house hunting!
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Experience Winnipeg real estate
the way it should be.

My business thrives on exceptional customer service and in-depth knowledge. I'm deeply committed to
understanding the dynamic real estate landscape, ensuring my clients receive personalized assistance and
up-to-date insights. By building strong relationships, | stay attentive to individual needs, fostering trust and
loyalty. Embracing change, | adapt strategies to suit market fluctuations, maximizing opportunities for both

buyers and sellers. Striving for excellence, my dedication to customer satisfaction and staying informed sets me

apart, making me a reliable and successful force in the competitive real estate industry.
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION

e RE/MAX100% Club

e RE/MAX Canada Hall of Fame

e Multiple RE/MAX Platinum Award recipient
e Winnipeg Real Estate Board, Top Producer

e Proud supporter of the Children's Miracle Network
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